
Refrigerator Buying Guide
Are you ready to elevate your kitchen experience? Look no further! Our appliance experts
shared everything you need to know before purchasing a new refrigerator. This way, you can
easily find the right fridge that meets all of your unique needs. Keep reading to make an
informed decision and transform your kitchen into a space of culinary efficiency and style. Let’s
get started!

Refrigerator Types

French Door Refrigerators
French door refrigerators exude a sense of sophistication and are renowned for their elegant
design. Featuring double doors for the fresh food compartment and a freezer drawer at the
bottom, they provide ample storage space. This style is ideal for those who prioritize both
aesthetics and functionality.

Benefits of a French Door Fridge:

● Ample Storage: The wide shelves accommodate large platters and trays with ease.

● Energy Efficiency: French door refrigerators often come with advanced energy-saving
features.

● Organized Layout: The multi-compartment design allows for efficient organization,
making it perfect for families and avid cooks.

Side-By-Side Refrigerators
For a harmonious kitchen layout, consider the classic side-by-side refrigerator. This style divides
the appliance vertically, with fresh food on one side and the freezer on the other. It's an excellent
choice for those who appreciate a balanced and organized kitchen setup.

Benefits of a Side-by-Side Refrigerator:

● Accessibility: The vertical split provides easy access to both fresh and frozen items.

● Narrow Door Swing: Ideal for kitchens with limited space, as the doors require less
clearance when opening.

● Flexible Storage: Adjustable shelves and compartments cater to various storage needs.

https://www.jessupsappliances.com/refrigeration/
https://www.jessupsappliances.com/refrigeration/french-door/
https://www.jessupsappliances.com/refrigeration/side-by-side/


Bottom Freezer Refrigerator
Embrace practicality with a bottom freezer refrigerator. This style features a freezer
compartment at the bottom, allowing for convenient access to fresh items at eye level. It suits
those who prioritize simplicity without compromising functionality.

Benefits of a Bottom Freezer Refrigerator:

● Ergonomic Design: The main refrigerator section is at eye level, reducing the need to
bend for everyday items.

● Energy Efficiency: Cold air tends to stay at the bottom, making these refrigerators
energy-efficient.

● Spacious Freezer: The bottom freezer compartment offers ample space for frozen
goods.

Top-Mount Refrigerator
Known for its classic and budget-friendly design, the top-mount refrigerator is a timeless choice.
The freezer is located at the top, making it a practical option for those seeking affordability
without sacrificing reliability.

Benefits of a Top Mount Refrigerator:

● Cost-Effective: Top-mount refrigerators are generally more affordable than other styles.

● Compact Size: Suitable for smaller kitchens with limited space.

● Ease of Use: The design is straightforward, making it user-friendly for all age groups.

Built-In Refrigerators
For a kitchen that seamlessly integrates with your living space, opt for built-in refrigerators.
These refrigerators are designed to blend with your cabinetry, providing a customized and
cohesive look. Ideal for those who prioritize a streamlined aesthetic in their kitchen.

Benefits of a Built-In Refrigerator:

● Customization: Built-in refrigerators can be tailored to match your kitchen's design and
layout.

● Space Optimization: They are designed to fit seamlessly within cabinetry, maximizing
available space.

● High-End Appearance: Elevate the overall look of your kitchen with a built-in
refrigerator's sleek and integrated design.

https://www.jessupsappliances.com/refrigeration/bottom-freezer/
https://www.jessupsappliances.com/refrigeration/top-mount/
https://www.jessupsappliances.com/refrigeration/built-in/


Specialty Refrigerator
These unique specialty refrigerators cater to specific needs, offering tailored cooling solutions
beyond conventional refrigerator types. Let's delve into the specialties:

● Wine Storage: Designed to maintain the perfect conditions for preserving your favorite
vintages, these refrigerators often feature temperature control, humidity regulation, and
vibration reduction. Ideal for wine enthusiasts and connoisseurs, a wine storage
refrigerator adds a touch of sophistication to any home.

● Beverage Centers: Quench your thirst for convenience with a beverage center. Perfect
for those who enjoy easy access to chilled drinks, these refrigerators typically offer
adjustable shelves, temperature control, and a compact design. Whether you're a host
who loves entertaining or simply want a dedicated space for your favorite beverages, a
beverage center is a stylish and practical addition.

● Refrigerator Drawers: Experience flexibility like never before with refrigerator drawers.
These versatile units can be installed in various locations throughout your home, offering
multi-purpose uses, space optimization, and energy-efficient refrigeration options.
Refrigerator drawers provide a unique solution for those seeking convenience and
adaptability in their refrigeration options.

Refrigerator Sizes
Selecting the right refrigerator size is a crucial step in creating a functional and aesthetically
pleasing kitchen. Let's explore key considerations to ensure you find the perfect fit for your
space and lifestyle.

Assess Your Kitchen Space
Begin by measuring the available space in your kitchen. Consider both height and width,
ensuring there's enough clearance for the refrigerator doors to swing open without obstruction.
Take note of any tight corners or narrow pathways that may impact the delivery and installation
process.

Consider Your Household Size
The size of your household directly influences the refrigerator capacity you need. For larger
families, a spacious refrigerator with ample storage is essential, while smaller households may
find a more compact model suitable. Take stock of your grocery shopping habits and the
frequency of your visits to determine your storage needs accurately.

https://www.jessupsappliances.com/refrigeration/specialty/
https://www.jessupsappliances.com/refrigeration/specialty/?min-price=&max-price=&type%5B%5D=wine-storage&filter=true
https://www.jessupsappliances.com/refrigeration/specialty/?min-price=&max-price=&type%5B%5D=beverage-coolers&filter=true
https://www.jessupsappliances.com/refrigeration/specialty/?min-price=&max-price=&type%5B%5D=refrigerator-drawers&filter=true


Evaluate Your Cooking and Eating Habits
Consider your lifestyle and how it impacts your refrigerator usage. If you love cooking and
preparing meals in advance, you may require additional space for storing fresh ingredients.
Those who prefer frequent dining out or have a smaller cooking routine may find a more modest
refrigerator size sufficient.

Think About Future Needs
Investing in a refrigerator is a long-term decision. Anticipate future changes in your household,
such as the addition of family members or lifestyle adjustments. Choosing a size that caters to
potential future needs ensures your refrigerator remains suitable for years to come.

Check Door and Hinge Placement
Be mindful of the door and hinge placement, especially if your kitchen layout is unconventional.
Consider whether a left or right hinge suits your space better and if a French door or
side-by-side design aligns with your accessibility preferences.

Popular Features To Look For
● Energy Star Certification: Opt for energy efficiency with an Energy Star-certified

refrigerator. This designation ensures that your appliance meets or exceeds strict energy
performance guidelines, reducing both your environmental impact and energy bills.

● Adjustable Shelves: Customize your refrigerator's interior to suit your storage needs
with adjustable shelves. This feature provides the flexibility to accommodate larger
items, making organization a breeze.

● Multiple Temperature and Humidity Zones: Preserve the freshness of your food by
selecting a refrigerator with multiple temperature and humidity zones. These zones help
create optimal conditions for different types of food, ensuring they stay at their best for
longer.

● Ice Maker: Say goodbye to the hassle of ice trays and enjoy the convenience of a
refrigerator with a built-in ice maker. This feature is perfect for those who frequently
entertain or simply prefer their beverages chilled to perfection.

● Water Dispenser: Quench your thirst with ease by choosing a refrigerator equipped with
a water dispenser. This not only provides chilled water on demand but can also be a
convenient alternative to purchasing bottled water.

● Fingerprint Resistant Finish: Maintain the pristine appearance of your refrigerator with
a fingerprint-resistant finish. This feature reduces the visibility of smudges and marks,
keeping your appliance looking sleek and polished.

https://www.jessupsappliances.com/search/?q=refrigerator&min-price=&max-price=&options%5B%5D=energy-star%3C-%3Eyes&filter=true
https://www.jessupsappliances.com/search/?q=refrigerator&min-price=&max-price=&options%5B%5D=energy-star%3C-%3Eyes&filter=true
https://www.jessupsappliances.com/search/?q=refrigerator&min-price=&max-price=&options%5B%5D=includes-icemaker%3C-%3Eyes&filter=true
https://www.jessupsappliances.com/search/?q=refrigerator&min-price=&max-price=&options%5B%5D=includes-dispenser%3C-%3Eyes&filter=true
https://www.jessupsappliances.com/search/?q=refrigerator&min-price=&max-price=&options%5B%5D=includes-dispenser%3C-%3Eyes&filter=true


● Wi-Fi Connectivity: Step into the future with a refrigerator that offers Wi-Fi connectivity.
This feature allows you to control and monitor your appliance remotely, adjust settings,
and even receive alerts, providing an unprecedented level of convenience.

Which Style Is Right for You?
Choosing the perfect refrigerator style is a personalized decision that hinges on your lifestyle,
preferences, and kitchen dynamics. If you value sophisticated design and spacious storage, the
French door refrigerator might be your ideal match, offering elegance and efficiency. Opt for the
classic side-by-side refrigerator if you seek a balanced layout with convenient access to both
fresh and frozen items.

For practical simplicity, the bottom freezer refrigerator places everyday items at eye level,
reducing the need to bend. Those on a budget or with limited space might find the top-mount
refrigerator a timeless and cost-effective solution. If seamless integration is your goal, consider
built-in refrigerators for a customized look that blends seamlessly with your cabinetry. Each style
has its own set of benefits, so weigh your priorities and preferences to discover the refrigerator
that perfectly complements your lifestyle and enhances your kitchen experience.

Upgrade Your Refrigerator
Ready to elevate your kitchen experience? Look no further! At Jessup’s, we offer a curated
selection of top-notch refrigerators to cater to your unique needs and style preferences. From
energy-efficient refrigerators to sleek and innovative designs, we have it all.

Our expert team is here to guide you through the process, ensuring you find the perfect
refrigerator that seamlessly fits into your lifestyle and enhances the functionality of your kitchen.
Discover the best refrigerators from industry-leading brands like Bosch, Café, Frigidaire, GE
Profile, KitchenAid, and more.

Visit our appliance store locations in Port Charlotte, Sarasota, and Venice, FL, today and
upgrade to a refrigerator that not only preserves your food but also elevates your kitchen
aesthetics.

Refrigerators: Commonly Asked Questions
What is a standard refrigerator size?
A standard refrigerator size is typically 24 to 32 inches wide, 66 to 70 inches tall, and 29 to 36
inches deep. This can accommodate a family of 4 people comfortably.

How do I measure my kitchen space to ensure the refrigerator will fit?
Measure the height, width, and depth of the space where the refrigerator will be placed,
considering door swing and clearance.

https://www.jessupsappliances.com/search/?q=refrigerator&min-price=&max-price=&options%5B%5D=wifi-enabled%3C-%3Eyes&filter=true
https://www.jessupsappliances.com/refrigeration/side-by-side/
https://www.jessupsappliances.com/refrigeration/bottom-freezer/
https://www.jessupsappliances.com/search/?q=refrigerator&min-price=&max-price=&options%5B%5D=energy-star%3C-%3Eyes&filter=true
https://www.jessupsappliances.com/brands/
https://www.jessupsappliances.com/bosch/
https://www.jessupsappliances.com/cafe-appliances/
https://www.jessupsappliances.com/frigidaire/
https://www.jessupsappliances.com/ge-profile/
https://www.jessupsappliances.com/ge-profile/
https://www.jessupsappliances.com/kitchenaid/
https://www.jessupsappliances.com/stores/


What is the expected lifespan of a typical refrigerator?
The average lifespan of a refrigerator is around 10 to 15 years, but it can vary based on usage
and maintenance.

Can I switch the door swing direction on my refrigerator to better suit my kitchen layout?
In many models, yes. Refer to the manufacturer's instructions or consult with our appliance
experts for professional guidance.

Do all refrigerators require professional installation, or can I do it myself?
Professional installation is recommended to ensure proper setup.

Is there a recommended temperature setting for my refrigerator and freezer?
Keep the refrigerator at or below 40°F (4°C) and the freezer at 0°F (-18°C) for optimal food
storage.

What are the benefits of a dual-evaporator system in a refrigerator?
A dual-evaporator system helps maintain separate temperature and humidity levels in the
refrigerator and freezer, preserving food freshness longer.

Can I use my refrigerator in a garage or other non-temperature-controlled space?
Some refrigerators are designed for such environments, but it's crucial to check the
manufacturer's specifications for suitability.

Are there any smart home integration options available for refrigerators?
Yes, many modern refrigerators offer smart features, including Wi-Fi connectivity and
compatibility with virtual assistants.

What is the difference between manual and automatic defrost in freezers?
Manual defrost requires periodic manual removal of ice buildup, while automatic defrost systems
initiate a defrost cycle as needed, reducing user intervention.

How do I safely dispose of my old refrigerator?
Check with local waste management or recycling centers for guidance on safe and
environmentally friendly disposal options.


